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151 Abstract

The continuum theory of the jurisprudential process is a signifi-
cant yet overlooked aspect of jurisprudential studies. A fragmented
approach to the arguments of fuqaha’ (jurists) has led to numerous
ambiguities in their methods of inferential summarization. There-
fore, uncovering the implicit categories, their structural arrange-

ment, and their interrelationships in the works of jurists can help
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clarify these ambiguities and resolve related issues.

Employing the method of qualitative documentary and in-
ductive content analysis, this study seeks to articulate the stages
of Shaykh Ansart’s jurisprudential reasoning and its underlying
continuum through a case study of the rulings on mu‘atat (con-
tractual exchange without formal declaration). By comparing two
key cases concerning the ruling on mu‘atat, we identify a struc-
tured continuum in Shaykh AnsarT’s jurisprudential methodology.
This continuum consists of the following stages: delineating the
point of contention, narrating the opinions of jurists, establishing
a foundational principle based on jurisprudential maxims before
introducing imarat (indications leading to speculative reasoning),
examining the evidence supporting the asl al-awwaliyah (primary
principle), analyzing the evidence opposing the primary principle,
and finally, evaluating the supporting evidence, opposing evidence,
and the primary principle in relation to one another.

Recognizing this continuum allows for a clearer understand-
ing of Shaykh Ansari’s seemingly contradictory approach to the
methodologies employed in these two cases. It also clarifies why
he prioritized the practical principle before addressing imarat and
explains his dual stance regarding the narration from Kashif al-
Ghita’-initial rejection followed by acceptance.

Keywords: Methodology, Shaykh Ansari, Mu‘atat, Prob-

lem-Solving Steps, Evidence in Favour and Opposition.
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