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At times, jurisprudential rhetoric (sind ‘ah al-fighivyah) does
not yield sufficient confidence for the jurist. In such instan-
ces, the jurist finds it necessary to supplement the established
rhetorical framework with additional, non-codified elements in
order to arrive at a shar Truling. These supplementary elements
are considerations that the jurist personally deems compelling,
even though they may not yet be formally recognized within
the prevailing juristic school.

The insufficiency of jurisprudential rhetoric in deriving cer-
tain shar T rulings, and the consequent need to introduce new
supplementary elements, raises two principal questions: what
indicates that jurisprudential rhetoric requires augmentation,
and what role has the perceived gap between jurisprudential
rhetoric and shar T rulings played in the historical development
of juristic method?

The central hypothesis of this study is that when a jurist per-
ceives a discrepancy between the conclusions generated by
jurisprudential rhetoric and what is understood to be the shar1

ruling, hesitation arises regarding reliance on rhetoric alone.
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As aresult, the jurist turns to additional elements to bridge the gap between formal juristic
reasoning and the presumed normative reality.

When reliance upon a particular supplementary element becomes widespread among
jurists, it invites systematic scrutiny within the juristic school. Following critical evalua-
tion and validation, such an element may ultimately be incorporated into the recognised
structure of jurisprudential rhetoric. To examine this process, the study first clarifies its
underlying presuppositions and then analyses selected examples of tension between juris-
prudential rhetoric and shar T rulings in the legal reasoning of later and contemporary jur-
ists. It subsequently distinguishes between two orientations—a method-averse approach
and a method-oriented approach—and argues in favour of a consciously methodological
engagement in addressing and repairing this gap.

The study concludes that a new set of operative elements has emerged with the potential
to refine and restore jurisprudential rhetoric. These elements require systematic examin-
ation within ‘Ilm Usil al-Figh, and their scope and conditions of validity must be clearly
determined.
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The comprehension of textual sources (nusis) refers to the
systematic and in-depth examination of authoritative texts in
order to discern their ultimate intent and normative objective.
Within the sphere of ijfihdd, it may initially appear that the
comprehension of nusis does not occupy a central place in
the process of legal inference (istinbat). However, it must be
emphasized that inference conducted without due attention to
the requisite comprehension of nusiis is, in most cases—par-
ticularly in complex and multi-dimensional issues—devoid of
substantive meaning and liable to result in error.

Among the principal benefits of engaging in the comprehen-
sion of nusiis are the facilitation of ijtihad, the enhancement of
its methodological quality, and the reduction of error within the
inferential process. The present study therefore seeks to clarify
and analyse the concept of nusiis comprehension and its opera-
tive mechanisms within the contemporary #jtihadi methodolo-
gy. Employing a descriptive and analytical approach, the study
demonstrates that sound legal inference (istinbat) necessarily
depends upon the systematic comprehension of nusiis.
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The findings indicate that the comprehension of nusis rests upon two principal axes:
(1) jurisprudence of issuance (figh al-sudiir) and (2) jurisprudence of interpretation (figh
al-tafsir). In addition, it must incorporate four essential mechanisms in order to achieve
reliable inference: (1) perspectives, including paradigms, conceptual frameworks, and
theories; (2) relevant bodies of information; (3) methodological techniques; and (4) co-

herent organization.
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The present study seeks to elucidate the epistemological foun-
dations underlying the methodology of the “theory-oriented
theologians” of the second-century Kuifan School of kalam
(theology). This current of thought, represented by figures such
as Hisham ibn al-Hakam, adopted in its theological activity an
approach that may be described as “text-centred theorization.”
The epistemological basis of this model both authorizes ratio-
nal inquiry in theological investigation and situates theological
explanation within the framework of revealed teachings.
According to this paradigm, reason (‘ag/) and revelation
(wahi) function as two harmonious sources of authority
(hujjah). Revelation stimulates and guides reason, while rea-
son, operating in the light of revelatory guidance, engages in
systematic theorization. Drawing upon historical reports and
a structural analysis of the argumentative patterns employed
by the mutakallimiin of that period, the study demonstrates
how this interactive epistemic model generated a distinctive
methodology. This methodology differs both from the scrip-
tural literalism associated with the Ahl al-Hadith and from the
rationalist orientation of the Mu tazilah.
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The methodology of the sciences has received considerable
attention in the contemporary period. In order to identify the
operative methods of any given discipline, it is first neces-
sary to examine the methodological frameworks adopted by
its leading scholars. Sayyid al-Murtada ‘Alam al-Huda, as the
earliest Shi‘T scholar of Usil al-Figh from whom a compre-
hensive and independent treatise on the subject has survived,
developed a distinctive methodological approach to the for-
mulation and resolution of Usilt questions. The present study
seeks to reconstruct and clarify this approach through a close
reading of his Usall writings and a systematic analysis of his
argumentative strategies.

The findings of this study, presented here for the first time in a
structured manner, indicate the following:

1. Sayyid al-Murtada adopted two principal approaches
in Ustl al-Figh: a rational approach and a comparative ap-
proach.

2. In light of a genealogical analysis of Ustli questions, he
also employed additional methods, including linguistic, cus-
tomary ( ‘urfi), rational in the sense of common rational prac-
tice (‘ugala’1), and hybrid approaches.
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In addressing Ustli problems, he generally proceeded through three principal stages:
articulating the problem, determining its precise formulation, and adducing supporting
evidence.

3. In his presentation of Ustli discussions, he observed four central considerations:
restricting his analysis to strictly Usali topics while avoiding issues belonging to other
disciplines; maintaining a coherent, logical, and rigorously argued structure; exercising
moderation in the scope and extent of discussion; and adopting an applied and compar-
ative mode of exposition.
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One of the most significant points of contention in i/m al-ri-
jal concerns the validity of ahadith al-mursal (reports with an
incomplete chain of transmission) and the extent to which one
may rely on the testimony (shahddah) of Shaykh al-TasT re-
garding the reliability of certain transmitters. Statements such
as “They do not narrate or transmit except from a trustworthy
and reliable person” have long been debated. A number of
Usali scholars, including Ayatulldh al-Khd'7, maintain that a
general principle cannot be invoked in the presence of doubt
concerning specific cases.

Shahid al-Sadr, drawing upon his distinctive epistemologi-
cal framework and his development of a logic of probability
(ihtimal), proposed an alternative approach to addressing this
problem. By articulating a theory of probability calculus and
applying it to the ahadith al-mursal of Ibn AbT ‘Umayr, he ar-
gues that the likelihood of an omitted weak transmitter within
the chain of transmission is negligible. On this basis, he con-
tends that the validity of such mursal reports may be affirmed.
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The present study outlines the epistemological foundations of Shahid al-Sadr’s approach,
explains his application of probability calculus to the validation of ahadith al-mursal,
and critically examines the principal objections raised against it. The findings indicate
that, notwithstanding certain theoretical and methodological challenges, Shahid al-
Sadr’s method represents one of the most innovative contributions to the validation of
ahadith al-mursal and to methodological development in the principles of ‘ilm al-rijal and
probability of logical reasoning.
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The Qur’anic command “Stri f al-Ard” (Al-Ankabut: 20)
has always been considered a methodological foundation for
acquiring knowledge in the Islamic tradition. This study, aim-
ing to conduct a genealogy of this key concept, addresses the
primary question of how the command to “travel through the
earth” has evolved in the history of exegesis from a paradigm
of “historical admonition” to “field research.” The research
methodology is based on a qualitative content analysis of a
wide range of Qur’anic commentaries from the early centuries
to the contemporary era, employing a genealogical approach
to uncover semantic shifts and ruptures. The findings indicate
that the understanding of this concept has passed through three
main paradigms:

1) The foundational admonition-based paradigm in early exe-
gesis, which interpreted “travel” as a journey to observe the
relics of past nations and learn from their fate.
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2) The paradigmatic turning points, initiated by al-Maturidi’s rationalistic interpretation
(prioritizing intellectual travel) and Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s epistemological refinement
(elevating “observation” to “argumentative inquiry”’), which paved the way for a depar-
ture from the historical reading. 3) The contemporary science-based paradigm, which,
in response to modern challenges, redefines “travel” as scientific and field research into
nature to uncover the secrets of creation. This study concludes that the evolution in the
understanding of “Sirti fT al-Ard” demonstrates the dynamic capacity of the Qur’anic text
to inspire diverse epistemological approaches and to respond to the intellectual needs of
different ages.
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